| Vancouver, Sepliemibre 140, 1997 Pas

MacPhail Seeks Support in U.S. for
Action Against Tobacco Industry
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Victoria- Health Minster Joy
MacPhail will be in. Washington
D.C., gathering support form public
health officials and politicians for
B.C.’s anti-tobacco strategies before
meeting with Canada’s health
ministers in Fredericton N.B., Sept.
10-12th.

The health ministers’ meeting is
expected to focus on issues
concerning Canada’s blood supply,
but MacPhail said she will also
address two priorities for B.C,
federal and provincial action against
tobacco industry, and the report of
the House of Commons industry
committee on Ottawa’s drug patent
law, Bill C-91.

“The most critical issue facing
Canada’s health ministers right now
is the need to resolve the future
management of our national blood
supply, and I expect we will devote
an appropriately large amount of our
meeting to this important issue,”
MacPhail said.

The Canadian Red Cross has
indicated it will withdraw from
management of the country’s blood
supply and recruitment of blood
donors once a new mechanism has
been put in place by the federal,
provincial and territorial
governments. This transition 1s
expected to take about a year, once a
new authority is confirmed.

MacPhail said she will update the
ministers on B.C.’s initiatives against
the tobacco industry, and will seek
the federal ministers’ support for
B.C.’s anti-tobacco stance.

“I will be seeking confirmation of
enhanced federal funding for
enforcement of the prohibition of
tobacco sales to youth, and will
encourage the federal minister to take
full advantage of the broad
regulatory powers under his
government’s recent Bill C-71
legislation to protect young people
from tobacco advertising and
promotions”.

MacPhail said her challenge to
Canadian tobacco companies to take
responsibility for the harm their
products cause and to stop marketing
tobacco to children has not resulted
in an acceptable response that
indicates they are prepared to do the
right thing, and the B.C. government
is proceeding to prepare for legal
action. :

“The Tobacco Damages Recovery
Act passed unanimously by the B.C.
legislature in July paves the way for
legal action against the tobacco
industry,” MacPhail said. “The
government expects to have its legal
team in place by October and then
work can begin on the government’s
case against the industry”.

Scammers Beaten

VANCOUVER (CP) - The Insurance
Corporation of British Columbia has
broken a ring of insurance scammers in
a lawsuit believed to be the largest civil
insurance-fraud case in Canada.
A B.C. Supreme Court judge levied
punitive damages Friday ranging from
$10,000 to $110,000 against 45
defendants, none of whom offered a
defence.

Thirteen others named in the action
will appear in court at a later date.

All 58 defendants are Vietnamese
immigrants, recruited by the ringleader,
Lin Nguyen, 48, who had worked as a
paralegal in a law firm and as a court
translator afier coming to Canada in 1986.
Twelve accidents were staged in the
Knight Street corridor between May
1991 and August 1995, with few or no
witnesses. Each accident involved two
cars, loaded with passengers, with one
car running a stop sign.

En la foto se encuentra el sefior Thomas Fung en el momento
cuando cambié para la nueva frecuencia FM96.1

Foto Julio Lara

El Mundo y LatinoAmerica wishes to congratulates FM96.1,
the Multicultural Radio Station, in its official opening

Richmond,B.C. Fairchild Radio,FM96.1, will be providing
programs for 20 distinct communities in 15 different|
languages. Partners of FM96.1, Mr. Thomas Fung of]
| Fairchild Radio and Mr. Roger Charest of OK Radio Group
were among the representatives at the opening ceremony. ||
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Para solicitudes musicales, saludos de cumpleafios, santos, o fechas
especiales,ldmenos 24 Hrs. al dia, 7 dlas a la semana al teléfono

874-4548

Un servicio gratuito pars nusstra comunidad Iatincamaercana|




